
Volume 1 Number 1 (2026) 

January – June 2026 

Page: 01-10 

YIIM 

Yayasan Irsyadul Ibad Mojopurno  

https://journal.irsyad.org/index.php/injorcus/    
 
 

 

Published by Yayasan Irsyadul Ibad Mojopurno; Indonesia 

 

Understanding the Figure of Jesus in the Modern Era: Challenges and 

Relevance of Christology in Contemporary Life  

 

Flora Neta Kaudtasa1, Togi Alexsander Gultom2 
1,2) Institut Agama Kristen Negeri (IAKN) Palangka Raya, Indonesia 

Correspondence Email: kaudtasafloraneta@gmail.com 
 

 

Article history  Submitted: 2026/02/14; Revised: 2026/03/20; Accepted: 2026/04/18 

Abstract 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This study examines the shifting understanding of the figure of Jesus Christ in 

the modern era, where rapid technological development, rationalism, and 

individual autonomy challenge the relevance of traditional Christological 

doctrines. The research aims to analyze how contemporary Christology, 

particularly the “Christology from Below” approach, can respond to these 

challenges and maintain its significance in addressing real-life issues. This 

study employs a qualitative library research method, utilizing theological 

texts, scholarly articles, and contemporary studies as primary data sources, 

which are analyzed through thematic and hermeneutic approaches to 

reconstruct meaning within modern contexts. The findings reveal that 

emphasizing the humanity of Jesus provides a more accessible and rational 

entry point for modern individuals, while also restoring the practical 

relevance of faith in addressing social justice, pluralism, and digital moral 

crises. Furthermore, the study shows that the tension between rationalism and 

faith does not negate belief but transforms it into a rationally accountable and 

existentially meaningful framework. In conclusion, contemporary Christology 

must move beyond rigid dogmatism toward a contextual, praxis-oriented 

approach that integrates faith, reason, and social engagement. This study 

contributes to theological discourse by offering a constructive model that 

bridges classical doctrine with contemporary human experience.  
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INTRODUCTION  

The significant transformations in the realm of theology and religious activity today are 

inextricably linked to the rapid influence of digital technology. The presence of various 

communication platforms, such as social media and virtual worship services, has broken 

down barriers to access to religious teachings, making them more accessible to everyone. 

However, behind this ease of accessibility, new challenges arise regarding the legitimacy of 

teachings and the risk of diminishing spiritual depth, given that religious content in the digital 

world is often consumed quickly and practically without in-depth reflection. This aligns with 

the characteristics of contemporary society, which highly values scientific logic and empirical 

evidence as the sole measure of truth. This phenomenon has triggered the erosion of sacred 

values in social life, as people tend to rely more on technical and scientific solutions to solve 

https://journal.irsyad.org/index.php/injorcus/
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their problems. As a result, the dimensions of faith and the figure of Jesus are often considered 

purely personal matters or even deemed irrelevant amidst the increasingly rational current of 

progress. 

The currents of modernization have reinforced the dominance of personal subjectivity, 

where individuals now position themselves as the central determinants of truth in their views 

of religion, tradition, and the universe. As Frans Magnis-Suseno argues, humans today use 

their own self-awareness as the primary benchmark for assessing reality, including their 

relationship with God. Consequently, theological beliefs, once authoritative, are now subject 

to the control of human subjectivity, which feels free to determine the direction of its life 

without the intervention of a transcendent power. The focus of modern humans has shifted to 

being fully independent workers in managing their lives in the real world. This situation has 

created a deep gap in understanding, as rigid church doctrines often no longer align with the 

lived experiences of today's highly independent people. Abstract ancient theological terms are 

often difficult for today's society to grasp critically, so that the figure of Jesus seems confined 

to church rituals and loses its influence in everyday life. Ultimately, this failure to connect the 

essence of Christ with practical reality causes faith to lose its power to address the complexities 

of modern-day problems. 

The dominance of rational thinking that prioritizes empirical evidence has fueled a 

critical attitude toward the supernatural dimension of the Bible, including the miracles and 

divinity of Jesus. This has forced theologians to re-examine the figure of Christ through a more 

logical historical approach, understanding Jesus as a concrete historical figure rather than as 

an abstract divine figure. The use of scientific methods, such as textual criticism and source 

analysis, has intensified debates about the historical accuracy of the events of Jesus' life. As a 

result, contemporary Christological reflections tend to emphasize Jesus' cultural background 

and social context, differing from traditional views that emphasized only his divinity. This 

shift in perspective reflects a shift in meaning within modern Christology, shifting from rigid 

dogmas to a more human and life-relevant understanding. Christ is no longer viewed as a 

metaphysical figure detached from reality, but is instead reconstructed as a figure deeply in 

solidarity with human struggles. Thus, the meaning of Christ now transcends the confines of 

worship rituals and transforms into a source of inspiration for moral action and social justice 

movements that have a real impact on the world. 

These changing dynamics reinforce the urgency of presenting fresher and more 

contextual Christological reflections for today's society. Theology should not be limited to 

repeating traditional dogma, but must be able to build a constructive dialogue with advances 

in science and technology, as well as various contemporary humanitarian crises. This 

rethinking effort is crucial as a bridge connecting biblical truth with the spiritual thirst of 

modern humans with critical reasoning. Through this new and relevant approach, the figure 

of Jesus is no longer seen as an alien figure from past history, but rather as a real and living 

answer to every existential struggle of humanity in the 21st century.  

METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative approach with a library research design to critically 

examine the understanding of the figure of Jesus Christ within the framework of 

contemporary Christology. The selection of a qualitative paradigm is grounded in the nature 

of the research problem, which is interpretative and conceptual rather than measurable, 
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aiming to explore shifts in theological meaning, epistemological tensions between rationalism 

and revelation, and the contextual relevance of Christological thought in modern life. A 

library-based design is methodologically justified because the object of inquiry lies in 

theological texts, philosophical discourses, and contemporary scholarly debates rather than 

empirical field data. This approach allows for a rigorous engagement with primary theological 

sources (e.g., classical Christological doctrines and biblical narratives) and secondary literature 

(modern theological reflections, digital theology discourse, and socio-religious analyses), 

ensuring depth, coherence, and theoretical validity (Macquarrie, n.d.; Rukiyanto, 2018). 

The object of this research is the conceptual construction of Christology in the modern 

era, particularly the reinterpretation of Jesus’ identity through the “Christology from Below” 

approach, while the subject consists of authoritative theological writings and contemporary 

academic publications relevant to modern religious life. Data are collected through systematic 

documentation techniques, involving critical selection, classification, and synthesis of 

scholarly books, peer-reviewed journal articles, and theological treatises. The primary research 

instrument is the researcher as the key analytical agent, supported by data extraction matrices 

to ensure consistency in identifying themes such as rationalism, subjectivity, digital religiosity, 

and social ethics. Data analysis employs thematic and hermeneutic analysis, enabling the 

researcher to interpret texts contextually while reconstructing meaning across historical and 

contemporary settings. This analytical strategy is particularly appropriate because it facilitates 

the integration of doctrinal, philosophical, and socio-cultural dimensions, thereby producing 

a coherent reinterpretation of Christology that is both critically grounded and contextually 

relevant (Brown, 1994; Magnis-Suseno, 2006). 

The methodological framework is considered the most appropriate for answering the 

research problem because it aligns with the study’s objective to bridge classical theological 

doctrines with contemporary existential realities. Quantitative or experimental methods 

would be inadequate, as they cannot capture the depth of meaning, symbolic interpretation, 

and philosophical nuance inherent in Christological discourse. By contrast, qualitative library 

research enables a dialogical engagement between tradition and modernity, allowing for a 

systematic reconstruction of theological meaning that remains faithful to its sources while 

responsive to current challenges. Thus, the integration of qualitative inquiry, textual analysis, 

and hermeneutic interpretation ensures methodological coherence, epistemological rigor, and 

analytical relevance in addressing the challenges and significance of Christology in 

contemporary life (Gavina & Dhika, 2025; Widjaja & Hutagaol, 2020). 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Challenges of Modern Thought to Christian Faith 

a) The Clash of Rationalism vs. Revelation 

The primary challenge in understanding Jesus' identity in modern, secular society stems 

from the intense clash between critical reason and claims of revelation. The dominance of 

rationalism, which prioritizes empirical evidence, has created a legitimacy crisis for 

supernatural elements in the biblical narrative, where miracles or Christ's divinity are often 
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deemed inconsistent with scientific logic. However, in the face of this rationalist pressure, 

understanding Christ need not be trapped in attempts to provide rigid physical evidence, akin 

to the discovery of scientific objects in a laboratory. Instead, a "rational accountability" is 

needed that demonstrates that belief in God's presence is a perfectly reasonable action for any 

reasonable person. Various phenomena within the human mind and the order of the universe 

become much easier to understand if we accept the role of the divine. Therefore, being a 

modern person does not mean abandoning faith, but rather being able to consistently account 

for that faith amidst the advancement of the times. 

This obstacle becomes even more complex when faced with the strengthening of 

individual subjectivity that is characteristic of modern humans. As humans now position 

themselves as the center of reality, a tendency has emerged to feel they have complete control 

over their lives through technological mastery and economic independence. Humanity's 

position as a "working creature" capable of organizing its own world without the intervention 

of external forces often makes the figure of Jesus as "Savior" lose its practical urgency. In this 

context, God is no longer seen as a pressing existential need, but rather as merely an optional 

personal spiritual choice. As a result, a wide gap has emerged between abstract church 

doctrine and the lived reality of contemporary humanity, which highly values self-autonomy. 

Furthermore, the development of digital technology has contributed to the shallowing 

of the meaning of Christ's identity. While digitalization provides broader and more inclusive 

theological access, the rapid and instant flow of information on social media often neglects the 

depth of spiritual reflection. The figure of Jesus is often desacralized, presenting Him merely 

as a symbol to satisfy momentary emotional needs or as pragmatic content. The failure to 

bridge traditional theological language with society's critical reasoning and this shallow 

consumption of information ultimately triggers a "spiritual drought." At this point, Jesus' 

identity seems isolated within the liturgical space and loses its transformative power in the 

public sphere. Therefore, a new reflection is needed that can re-present the figure of Christ not 

as a foreign figure from the past, but as a living answer to the struggles of humanity in the 21st 

century. 

Being a believer in the modern world is not a form of logical blindness or an outdated 

attitude. In fact, faith is a very rational way to understand life, because many of the secrets of 

the human heart and the order of nature become much clearer in meaning when we 

acknowledge God's role. Therefore, we don't need to "exhaust our brains" to believe; we 

simply need to realize that sound reason and spiritual conviction can go hand in hand to meet 

the challenges of our times. 

b) Human Subjectivity and Autonomy in Understanding Jesus' Identity 

While it was previously explained that rationalism is an intellectual barrier to receiving 

revelation, this obstacle becomes even more complex when it comes into contact with the 

current of existentialism, which emphasizes human subjectivity. Colin Brown explains that 

existentialism is essentially an "attitude" or mental tendency that prioritizes personal 

experience over a rigid system of theory or dogma. In this view, human identity is no longer 

determined by general definitions or traditional rules, but rather by how a person uniquely 

experiences their existence. This impacts how we view Jesus; for modern humans, the figure 

of Jesus is no longer seen merely as a figure in a book of dogma, but must truly touch and 

address the anxieties of their lives as individuals. In other words, recognizing Jesus' identity 

today is not sufficient with logical proof alone, but depends heavily on the extent to which a 

person feels the figure has real meaning for their personal experience. 
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In line with the emphasis on personal experience, Colin Brown emphasizes that each 

person fundamentally has absolute freedom to make their own choices over time. Major life 

decisions are made based on their own free will, ultimately positioning them as independent 

or autonomous subjects. This freedom is at the core of modern human existence, so that all 

forms of external authority, including religious teachings, are often filtered through the 

independent thinking of each individual. This suggests that Jesus is now positioned as a 

"chosen object," where people feel in complete control of whether or not Jesus is worthy of 

being recognized as an authority in their lives. 

Furthermore, a radical notion of a "mature world" has emerged, in which people feel 

capable of solving life's problems without the need for assistance from external forces. When 

people feel capable of governing their own world through reason and progress, they tend to 

no longer seek God to fill their emptiness or ignorance. There is even an extreme view, the 

"Death of God" school, which argues that in modern culture, God's presence is no longer felt 

or practically functional because people have become too focused on worldly affairs that they 

themselves control. This world's perceived "self-sufficiency" often overlooks Jesus' presence as 

Savior, as humans believe they are capable of saving themselves through their own efforts and 

autonomy. 

This shift in thinking has triggered a desacralization of Jesus' identity, with human 

attention shifting to the search for the "secular meaning" of the Gospel teachings. In this 

context, Jesus is sometimes portrayed merely as a symbol of human freedom or simply an 

inspiring moral teacher, losing his transcendent position as the sovereign Son of God. This 

understanding, which places such a strong emphasis on humanity, ultimately obscures Jesus' 

divine identity in a society that highly values self-autonomy. As a result, Jesus' identity has 

become shallow; He is seen only as a good example of life but loses His power as God who 

controls the lives of modern humans. 

Understanding Jesus' humanity (Christology from Below) as an entry point to 

understanding His divinity 

a) Humanity as a Historical and Existential Reality 

The bottom-up Christological approach asserts that understanding Jesus must begin 

with real history, as experienced by the first disciples in Palestine. Rukiyanto emphasizes that 

the disciples first knew Jesus not as the dogma of "Son of God," but as a human being who 

taught, ate, and served. This aligns with Macquarrie's view that critical scholarship over the 

past two hundred years has not destroyed the figure of Jesus, but rather forced us to recognize 

that we are confronted with a human figure with the same physical constitution and 

limitations as we do. By starting with humanity, Jesus becomes relevant to modern, rational, 

and autonomous subjects. 

b) Jesus as "True Man" (Humanity Archetype) 

Understanding Jesus' humanity is crucial because in Him we find the definition of "True 

Man." Macquarrie argues that Jesus is the "New Adam" who attained a human maturity that 

other humans failed to attain. Similarly, Rukiyanto explains that Jesus re-embodies the "image 

of God" that had been marred by sin. Through His humanity, Jesus demonstrated that being 

fully human means living in total union with God. This is where humanity serves as a mirror: 

we see who we ought to be (obedient human beings) through who Jesus truly is. 

c) Dynamic Transcendence: The Path to Divinity 

A crucial point in this method is the understanding that Jesus' humanity embodies the 

principle of "transcendence." Macquarrie defines transcendence not as a static status above the 
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world, but as a dynamic movement that transcends the boundaries of natural law through 

freedom and choice of life's purpose. Jesus demonstrated this transcendence through his 

radical service and obedience. Rukiyanto adds that through his words and miracles, Jesus' 

contemporaries gradually recognized the "divine character" within him. Jesus' divinity was 

not revealed by eliminating his humanity, but rather shone through when his humanity 

reached its most transcendent point (especially in his solidarity during his suffering on the 

cross). 

d) Avoiding Reduction and Building the Relevance of Faith 

A bottom-up approach is crucial to avoid the idea that following Jesus is impossible. He 

warns that if we immediately emphasize Jesus' divinity without his humanity, we will fall into 

the trap of assuming that Jesus was able to endure suffering or love his enemies simply because 

he was God. In fact, Jesus experienced the same temptations and weaknesses as we do. By 

understanding that He was consubstantial with us, we find a real role model. Jesus' humanity 

is a "medium of revelation" that allows the infinite God to "reduce himself" (Incarnation) so 

that he can be encountered, understood, and followed by limited humans. 

Christ's Values in Addressing Contemporary Issues 

a) Social Justice and Poverty 

Understanding Jesus as a real person is a crucial first step in addressing the problem of 

poverty in the world today. This perspective invites us to see Jesus not merely as a holy figure 

far away in the clouds, but as a person who actually lived, felt hunger, and experienced the 

same social limitations as we do. By acknowledging His full humanity, we become aware that 

His love and concern for the less fortunate are not mere theories, but concrete actions born of 

lived experience. This is the foundation for our participation in humanitarian movements. 

Historically, modern theological thought emerged precisely because of dark events in 

the world, such as major wars that left scars of famine and slavery. These suffering conditions 

forced many to question God's role in times of hardship. From there, a passion arose to make 

the struggles of the poor the center of attention. Christ's values, in this context, teach that faith 

means courageous action (practice), not merely being preoccupied with intangible religious 

discussions. True faith must be able to provide solutions to the problems faced by society on 

a daily basis. 

This attitude also serves as a stern rebuke to religious institutions or groups that often 

focus too much on internal matters of worship, while turning a blind eye to the injustices 

before them. Yet, the core of Christian teaching emphasizes that God's presence is most clearly 

felt by those in need. Therefore, helping others and fighting for justice are not merely 

additional charitable activities, but rather a core part of the identity of a follower of Christ. 

As a solution, the idea arose to balance personal spiritual relationships with social 

movements on the ground. The goal is that every act of aid or struggle undertaken is grounded 

in strong and sincere faith. By following the example of Jesus, who used His life to serve, we 

are invited to transform our freedom into a passion for helping others. Ultimately, caring for 

the poor is the most tangible way for us to demonstrate that God's love truly works through 

human hands to repair a broken world. 

b) The Issue of Radicalism and Pluralism 

In facing the challenges of radicalism and pluralism today, an understanding of Jesus' 

inclusive humanity is crucial. Christ's values teach that differences in belief should not be seen 

as a dividing wall, but rather as a space for dialogue and mutual respect. As explained in 

contemporary theological literature, interfaith dialogue serves as a bridge to reduce social 
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tensions often fueled by narrow fanaticism. 

Through a pluralistic perspective, religious diversity is understood not as a threat to 

personal faith, but as an opportunity to discover God's truth, which works in various ways. 

The modern church has begun to shift its focus from its initial emphasis on one-way 

evangelism to efforts to build interfaith cooperation for the benefit of humanity. This inclusive 

attitude allows each individual to remain true to their religious identity while collectively 

countering the tide of radicalism through concrete social collaboration. Thus, emulating the 

humanity of Jesus means courageously opening oneself to embrace "others" for the sake of 

world peace. 

c) The Issue of Autonomy and the Moral Crisis of the Digital Age 

The issue of autonomy and the moral crisis in the digital age is one of the greatest 

challenges to human dignity today. As explained in contemporary theological literature, 

human freedom in cyberspace is often caught up in moral disruptions that threaten personal 

integrity. In this context, understanding the figure of Jesus as a true human being is not merely 

a matter of understanding history, but rather an inspiration for modern humans to realize 

themselves as meaningful subjects. Jesus taught that true freedom or autonomy is found not 

in unlimited self-gratification, but in service and ethical responsibility to others. 

Christ's values offer an "incarnational ethic" that is highly relevant to the digital world. 

This means that our presence on social media and other digital platforms must be a concrete 

manifestation of the love and justice He taught. By emulating the life and ministry of Jesus, 

each individual is invited to transform their autonomy, which initially tends toward 

selfishness, into behavior that builds human dignity. In this way, digital technology is no 

longer a means of moral degradation, but rather a tool for spreading higher human values, 

rooted in Jesus' example as a perfect human figure. 

Application in Today's Life 

The "Christology from Below" approach emphasizes that faith must not remain a theory 

within the house of worship. If the historical Jesus used His life to touch social realities, then 

His followers today are obligated to transform inner piety into concrete actions to address 

three contemporary crises. 

In modern society, religion is considered to lose its relevance if its adherents are 

preoccupied with lavish ceremonies while ignoring the poverty surrounding them. Therefore, 

faith communities must have the courage to divert ceremonial funds into long-term 

empowerment programs. Concrete steps include establishing a revolving capital program for 

underprivileged families and providing scholarships for underprivileged children regardless 

of their religious background. 

Regarding the issue of radicalism, practical steps can be taken by emulating Jesus' 

openness to embrace groups that were hostile in His day. In the modern era, an effective way 

to curb fanaticism is not complex doctrinal debates, but rather cross-border social cooperation. 

We can initiate neutral humanitarian projects, such as blood donations or reforestation 

campaigns with youth of different faiths. Working together for a noble cause will break down 

prejudice and train our reason to see a person's humanity beyond their religious label. 

Meanwhile, in the digital age where freedom of speech often goes too far, the ethics of 

Jesus' life remain the primary compass for maintaining the dignity of others. A practical 

guideline that every individual should apply is to always carefully filter information before 

sharing it to break the chain of misinformation. Furthermore, when engaging in discussions in 

the comments section, we must commit to not attacking the person we're speaking to 
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personally and refrain from making negative comments that cannot be politely educational. 

As a practical conclusion, every reader is called to take personal responsibility, starting 

with small things. We can start today by setting aside a small portion of our blessings to help 

support a poor person in our community, refusing to spread hateful narratives in chat groups, 

and making our personal social media platforms a place for disseminating educational and 

uplifting content for others. 

The findings of this study demonstrate that the shift toward a contextual and human-

centered understanding of Jesus Christ—particularly through the “Christology from Below” 

approach—emerges as a necessary response to the epistemological crisis produced by modern 

rationalism and individual autonomy. This result aligns with recent studies which show that 

contemporary Christology is no longer monolithic but shaped by methodological plurality 

and cultural context, where interpretations of Jesus vary depending on socio-historical settings 

. The present study confirms that the emphasis on Jesus’ humanity is not merely a theological 

trend but a strategic epistemic adaptation: modern individuals, who prioritize empirical 

reasoning and personal experience, find the historical and existential dimensions of Jesus more 

accessible than abstract metaphysical doctrines. This is consistent with findings by Tombeng 

(2025), who argues that modern Christological discourse increasingly bridges the “historical 

Jesus” and the “Christ of faith” through hermeneutic analysis . However, this study extends 

previous research by demonstrating that such a shift is not only methodological but also 

functional—serving as a means to restore the practical relevance of faith in addressing social 

injustice, pluralism, and digital moral crises. The convergence between this study and prior 

literature lies in recognizing contextualization as inevitable; yet, the divergence appears in the 

stronger emphasis here on the ethical-operational consequences of Christology, rather than 

merely its interpretative reconstruction. 

Moreover, the findings reveal that the tension between rationalism and revelation does 

not eliminate faith but transforms its mode of justification—from dogmatic acceptance to 

rational accountability and existential validation. This supports earlier theological arguments 

that modern Christology must engage critically with historical consciousness and pluralism to 

remain meaningful , while also confirming that exclusive reliance on “high Christology” risks 

alienation from contemporary audiences. However, unlike some prior studies that warn 

against excessive “humanization” of Jesus as potentially reducing His divinity, this research 

argues that such a risk can be mitigated through a dynamic understanding of transcendence 

where divinity is revealed precisely through historical and ethical engagement. This explains 

why the findings emphasize praxis (social justice, interfaith dialogue, and digital ethics) as the 

locus of Christological relevance: in a secular and technologically driven society, truth is 

validated through lived impact rather than doctrinal abstraction. The implication is 

theoretically significant, as it repositions Christology from a purely doctrinal discipline into a 

transformative ethical framework, suggesting that the survival of theological discourse in the 

modern era depends on its capacity to integrate rational critique, existential meaning, and 

social praxis in a coherent paradigm. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on all the discussion in this paper, it can be concluded that efforts to introduce the 

figure of Jesus in the modern, secular era face significant obstacles because society tends to 

glorify logic and absolute independence. However, the various humanitarian crises currently 

occurring actually prove that the values of Jesus' life remain indispensable as a moral compass 
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for the world. To bridge the gap between abstract faith and the realities of everyday life, the 

"Christology from Below" approach has proven highly effective because it focuses on the 

humanity of Jesus as recorded in history, making it more easily understood by the critical 

reasoning of modern humans. This perspective ultimately provides concrete answers to three 

challenges of our time. In the issue of poverty, faith is realized through economic 

empowerment programs that restore dignity; in the issue of radicalism, Jesus' inclusive 

example calls us to build interfaith humanitarian cooperation; and in the digital age, His 

ethical life guides us to always maintain politeness and break the chain of the spread of fake 

news. Broadly speaking, understanding Jesus in the contemporary era means proving that His 

teachings of love are not merely theories of the past but very real solutions to today's social 

problems. 

Based on these conclusions, several concrete steps can be suggested for various parties 

to ensure these values continue to thrive in society. Faith communities and administrators of 

places of worship are encouraged to shift their focus from ceremonial or physical splendor to 

concrete community empowerment programs, such as providing scholarships and revolving 

capital for underprivileged families regardless of their religious background. Furthermore, 

youth and community leaders are advised to be more proactive in initiating joint humanitarian 

projects involving followers of other faiths, such as blood drives or community service, to 

break down barriers of prejudice and prevent the seeds of radicalism from growing early. 

Finally, every individual social media user is strongly advised to consistently filter 

information before sharing it to maintain peace in cyberspace, and to commit to always 

speaking politely without attacking others' personalities during online discussions.  
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